
 

Introduction 

As you receive your child's first progress reports, I would like to take the opportunity to explain more about 

year 7 projects. Much of the information below is already on the school website in the Curriculum section and 

if you would like to know more about any aspect of the projects, please contact the school. 

 

What is the purpose of the projects? 

The projects serve two main purposes. The first is to help pupils make the transition between primary and 

secondary education. The projects are taught by Year 7 tutors and by spending 10 lessons a week on top of the 

registration periods with their tutor groups, they will come  to know each person in their class well and the 

pupils will also get to know their tutor and have someone to turn to from the start. Spending part of the day 

working on specific subjects and then another part on thematic project work is more akin to a day at primary 

school and means pupils don't have to move around their new school as much. We believe this is more important 

than ever this year as our year 7 pupils have lost so much school in years 5 and 6 and have not had the same 

transition opportunities as usual because of the pandemic. 

The second purpose of the projects is to strengthen and develop the skills that pupils need to succeed in the 

secondary curriculum. Whatever areas the pupils want to specialize in later in their education career, it is 

essential that they have a good grasp of skills such as communication, number skills and digital literacy skills. 

Developing skills such as problem solving, working with others and persevering is also important for success 

in life and work. The pandemic has once again strengthened our desire to work on these skills as the pupils  

missed opportunities to develop them at the end of their primary education. Some pupils have had little 

opportunity to speak Welsh, for example and so there is a lot of emphasis in the projects on discussion, 

collaboration and presentation through the medium of Welsh. 

 

The projects in action 

During the year the pupils will take part in 6 projects, each leaning towards one of the six curriculum areas of 

learning. Each class starts with their tutor's project before moving on every 6 weeks to the next project. They 

spend 10 lessons a week working on the projects, a double lesson every day. 

 
Project 1 

Sep - Oct 

Project 2 

Oct - Nov 

Project 3 

Dec - Jan 

Project 4 

Feb - March 

Project 5 

March - May 

Project 6 

May - July 

7A Science Languages 
Health and 

Wellbeing 
Humanities Mathematics Performing Arts 

7B Languages 
Health and 

Wellbeing 
Humanities Mathematics Performing Arts Science 

7C 
Health and 

Wellbeing 
Humanities Mathematics Performing Arts Science Languages 

7D Humanities Mathematics Performing Arts Science Languages 
Health and 

Wellbeing 

7E Mathematics Performing Arts Science Languages 
Health and 

Wellbeing 
Humanities 

7G Performing Arts Science Languages 
Health and 

Wellbeing 
Humanities Mathematics 

 



Summary of the Projects 

Science - How important is science in problem solving? 

In this project, there are ample opportunities for pupils to carry out practical laboratory work to find out how 

to design and carry out tests to solve problems. The emphasis is on criminology as the pupils use forensic 

science techniques to solve a criminal problem and present their evidence in a court case. The project is an 

opportunity to develop scientific and numerical skills while also encouraging independent thinking and 

problem solving. 

 

Language - How to achieve a million Welsh speakers by 2050? 

This project is underpinned by the Welsh government's aim of securing one million Welsh speakers by the year 

2050. As well as looking at the history of the Welsh language, there is an opportunity to think about the purpose 

and benefits of learning a new language and what challenges we face in doing so. The emphasis is on 

developing all aspects of pupils' literacy skills; speaking, reading and writing. Creative skills are needed to 

devise a game to help learn Welsh and digital skills are developed as the pupils create a website for Welsh 

learners. 

 

Health and Wellbeing - Could you survive for six weeks with Bear Grylls? 

Survival skills are central to this project and include things like orienteering, first aid and decision making. In 

addition, pupils are taught how to look after their physical and mental health. Various tasks look at elements 

such as diet, sleep, growth mindset and coping with problems. 'Wellness Wednesday' is a fun opportunity to 

improve fitness and understand the importance of regular exercise to health and well-being. At the end of the 

project, the pupils use what they have learned to navigate an orienteering and obstacle course and to present 

information about health and well-being. 

 

Humanities - What would it be like to move to Wrexham as a refugee? 

The project introduces the pupils to the theme of refugees. The historical aspects of the theme are explored 

before turning to the situation of refugees in Syria. This provides an opportunity to look at the geographical 

aspects of the country and the journey to Wales. There is an opportunity to look at Wrexham through a 

stranger's eye and learn more about local history. When considering a refugee’s experience there is opportunity 

to discuss aspects of human rights, prejudice and racism and empathy for others. There is an emphasis on 

developing map reading and reading skills in this project as well as evaluating other sources and opinions. The 

highlight of the project will be the production of a video communicating what they have learnt. 

 

Numeracy - Are you the next Alan Sugar? 

The numeracy project introduces year 7 pupils to the world of business and entrepreneurship. They will have 

the opportunity to look at issues such as budgets, marketing and market research. There will be an emphasis 

on teamwork as groups come up with a product to sell and think about how best to put their ideas into action. 

The highlight of the project will be presenting the idea to the rest of the class or selling it at a fair. The emphasis 

is on numeracy skills and applying what is learned in mathematics lessons in a real-life context. Effective 

communication is critical to the success of the task. 



 

Performing Arts - To what extent do individuals shape a country's identity? 

Drama, Music and Art are expertly combined in this project as pupils are led to think about their identities, 

what makes them unique and the influence of their country and locality on them. There is an opportunity to 

study how Welsh artists and composers convey their identities as well as other famous Welsh people. Central 

to the final presentation of the project are the presentation and performance skills of the pupils. 

A great deal of work has gone into creating these projects and I would like to thank the project leaders for 

their work in designing useful and fun projects to ensure that year 7 pupils enjoy the experience of moving to 

secondary school. 

 

Moving from one project to another 

Pupils move to the next project every six weeks. At the end of each project they have the opportunity to record 

progress in their 'Success Booklet' which encourages them to consider how their skills are developing, what 

they have achieved and what skills they will need to focus on in the next project. Each project leader shares 

information with the next leader about the pupils and discusses their individual needs and how they learn best. 

 

Assessing pupils’ work and progress 

 While other subjects continue to use levels to record pupil achievement, the projects provide an opportunity 

to move towards the new Curriculum for Wales approach to assessment. This new approach to assessment will 

be more holistic and focused on pupil development through the 'Progress Steps'. There are 5 progression 

stages from age 3-16, with progression descriptions for each stage within the six areas of learning. We estimate 

that most year 7 pupils will be working at or towards the stage of progress 3. In the recently published 

Go4School short report, the key below is used: 

As noted above, each project focuses on specific skills, it is not intended to attempt to assess everything in 

every project. Pupils' academic achievement will continue to be assessed in the traditional subjects on the pupil 

timetable. 

 

Evaluating the projects 
During the School Monitoring Week in late November, emphasis was placed on evaluating the value and success 

of the projects to date. Each pupil had the opportunity to give their views in a questionnaire and a discussion 

was held with year 7 class representatives. The senior management team had the opportunity to scrutinize 

schemes of work, lessons and pupils’ work and a discussion was held with the project leaders. The response 

was very positive with most pupils saying they enjoyed the projects, a minority saying they enjoyed them a little 

In progress (Ar waith) – The pupil has not been assessed in this skill yet.  

Beginning to develop (Dechrau Datblygu) - beginning to develop some features of progress stage 3 

Developing (Datblygu) – developing confidence on features from progress stage 3 

Certain (Sicr)- several features of the progress phase 3 are unquestionably demonstrated 

Excel (Rhagori) - exceeds elements of progress step 3 and aspiring towards step 4 

 



and no one saying they didn't enjoy them at all. Feedback confirms that the projects have helped the pupils 

settle into school with both pupils and tutors agreeing that they have come to know each other well. The 

emphasis on discussing and working together has helped pupils get to know each other and regain their 

confidence in using the Welsh language. Moving forward, we want to make the pupils more aware of the skills 

being developed and strengthen the ability of the pupils and tutors to assess progress in those skills. 

 

What will happen in year 8? 
As we begin to plan the next year 8 timetable, our current intention is to continue to offer projects on the pupil 

timetable, but at a smaller level, approximately 3-4 lessons per week. We would like to develop projects that 

focus on themes that do not feature prominently in the content of 'traditional' subjects, for example personal 

finance; careers and the world of work; politics; coding and more. We will seek the views of pupils, staff, parents, 

education specialists and employers when deciding on the content of the projects, their purpose and methods 

of teaching and assessment. 

 

Your Voice 

If you have any comments you would like to make on current projects or ideas for future projects, please contact 

us by email at bocspost@ysgolmorganllwyd.wrexham.gov. We would appreciate your feedback, both positive 

and constructive. 

 

 


